
Mar ch 21, 2002 LB 1309, 1310

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLQQR DEBATE

taki n g  care of our resp o n s i b i l i t i e s  but w e ' r e  also being
responsible to the peo p l e  of N e b r a s k a  in l o o k i n g  at ways to cut
the spending g r o w t h  in this state. N o w  I agree w i t h  Senator 
Brown, we nee d to look at the M e d i c a i d  piece. I am not on the 
H e a l t h  Committee. 1 am l o o k i n g  for her or other p e o p l e  to bring 
a mendments to deal w i t h  those areas of the budget, but I'm 
looking here for some w ay to reduce the spe n d i n g  growth. We 
could have looked at 3 percent, as the Gov e r n o r  has suggested. 
This is a compromise. This means that the u n i v e r s i t y  would 
still g row by almost $16 million; $16 m i l l i o n  in a year w hen we 
don't h ave the income. That's a growth level that is far above 
the growth of our income in this state, so we are s u p p orting our 
u n i v e r s i t y  at a g r e ater rate t h a n  our incomes are comi n g  in. I 
think it's reasonable. I am h o p i n g  that this m ay go part of the 
way towards f i lling our g ap and I look f o r w a r d  to the 
discussion. I h ope we can t a l k  about the m o n e y  side today
b e cause I do n ' t  t h i n k  we h a v e  to q u e s t i o n  the v a l u e  of our
u n i v e r s i t y  or the v a l u e  we put u p o n  education. That's not the 
q ue st ion  here. The que s t i o n  is, where are we go i n g  to get the 
money and h ow are we going to fill the gap? Thank  you, 
M r . S p e a k e r .

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Deba t e  o n  the R e d f i e l d  amendment, Senator
Coordsen.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Mr. Speaker, m e m ber s of the body, m y  comments
aren't I think d i r e c t l y  related to the R e d f i e l d  amendment. They 
were questions I ha d  yeste r d a y  b e f o r e  our floor d e b a t e  t ook  the 
turns that it di d  and we somewhat d r i f t e d  off of the topic of 
adjusting the budgets of the state of Nebraska. One of the 
things that has bot h e r e d  me for quite some t ime no w  is the 
generally acc e p t e d  not i o n  that we must raise taxes and, of 
course, t h e . ..the w hat we have a v a i l a b l e  to us at this level are 
threefold: one, we can raise the sales t ax rate; two, we can
raise or restore the income t ax rate; or, three, we can quit 
funding things at the local level and let those lapse back to 
pro p e r t y  taxes. Those are o u r ... a p p a r e n t l y  the only ways out of 
it. An d  my q u e s t i o n  this m o r n i n g  is ab s o l u t e l y  g u a r anteed to 
make at least two peo p l e  angry on the floor of the Legislature. 
But long before LB 1310 and LB 1309 came to us, I read in the 
newspapers comments from the Chair and the V ice Chair of
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